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This our first number brings you greetings from the International 
Missionary Council office on Fifth Avenue, and many good wishes for e splendid 1954. 
We plan to bring you periodically news of IMC activities as well as brief reports 
of cooperative undertakings of note in the world of overseas missions which might 
not reach you through other channels. 


A BALANCED IMC BUDGET FOR 1953. 


IMC World Associates, Advisers and other friends will rejoice with the 
officers of the IMC that the 1953 budget was successfully balanced with the closing 
of the books on January 15th, thus enabling the IMC to come into the new year without 
a financial handicap. This happy outcome was made possible by the loyal support of 

many friends to whom our gratitude goes. 


IMC ANNUAL DINNER IN NEW YORK, MARCH end. 


The North American Advisory Committee to the IMC announces its 1954 
annual dinner to be held on the evening of March 2nd, at the Fifth Avenue Hotel. 
Guest speakers will be Dr. Frank Graham, United Nations representative for India 
and Pakistan, and Dr. Charles W. Ranson, General Secretary of the IMC. The theme 
_ will be "the Relevance of Two Approaches to World Community." IMC World Associates, 
' Advisers and friends from other cities are also invited to attend and will be 


heartily welcomed. 
DR. CHARLES RANSON'S COMPLETE RECOVERY. 


Our general secretary, Dr. Charles Ranson, underwent @ severe but suc- 
cessful operation in a London hospital on November 8th. Now we are happy to report 
a rapid return to his accustomed vigor. He took up his work again at the first of 

the year and after participating in several conferences in Europe will arrive in 
New York by air on February 10th. 


THE CODY LECTURES IN TORONTO, CANADA. 


Dr. Ranson will deliver the Cody lectures on missions in Toronto, 
Canada, at Wycliffe College, one of the colleges of Toronto University, February 15-17, 
under the auspices of the Canadian School of Missions. These lectures were established 
for the School of Missions by Mrs. H. J. Cody in memory of her husband, former presi- 
dent of the University of Toronto. The lectures were delivered last year by Dr. Henry 
P, Van Dusen, president of Union Theological Seminary. Mrs. Cody is a member of the 


North American Advisory Committee to the IMC. 
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THE KELNER LECTURES, CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 


| Dr. Ranson will deliver the Kelner lectures this spring at the Episcopal 
Theological Seminary, Cambridge, Mass. This is a series of lectures on Missions, tak- 
ing place each Friday for ten weeks, beginning February léth. In connection with his 

| weekly visits to Boston, Dr. Ranson is engaged to preach and lecture on a number of 

| important occasions in the Boston area. These include Harvard Memorial Church and 


| the annual layman's interdenominational breakfast held at Wakefield. About 900 lay- 
| men from sixty churches in the Boston area attend the event. 


- SURVEY OF TRAINING OF THE MINISTRY IN AFRICA COMPLETED. 


During the past six months an international, interdenominational team of 
experts has been making a survey for the IMC and the Africa Committee of the Division 
of Foreign Missions of the National Council of The Training for the Ministry in Latin 
Africa under the Chairmanship of Dr. Searle Bates (Disciple) of Union Theological 
Seminary. Other members of the team were Dr. Bengt Sundkler (Lutheran) of Uppsala 
University, Sweden; Professor Christian G. Baeta of the University College of the 
Gold Coast, Achimota, Africa (Presbyterian); Professor Frank Michaeli of the Paris 
Theological Faculty, Paris, France (Reformed). Dr. Bates returned to New York on 
December 18th having spent two weeks in London completing a preliminary report. The 
findings of the survey will undoubtedly make an important contribution to plans for 
the revamping of the system of theological education in Latin Africa at a very criti- 
cal time in the life of that continent. I+t will no doubt introduce a new era of 
cooperation among the more than one hundred missions from eight countries working 
in tropical Africa. 


Dr. Norman Goodall, of the London Office of the IMC, and Mr. Erik 
Nielsen, Research Secretary for the IMC, have completed a third stage of the study 
in Southern Africa. The first stage was conducted by Bishop Stephen Neill in 
British East and West Africa. An integrated report of the three stages covering 
the whole of Africa south of the Sahara will be published in one volume, edited 
by Dr. Bengt Sundkler of Uppsala University, Sweden. 


EAST ASTA CONFERENCE ON CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE. 


The Philippine Federation of Christian Churches and the International 
Missionary Council will jointly sponsor an East Asia Family Life Conference to be 
held in Manila, November 2-16, 1954. Special emphasis will be placed on leadership 
training designed to prepare delegates to return to their own countries ready to 
train other leaders in Christian family life work. Plans include the development 
of skills, demonstration of techniques, and programs for local church activities. 
The Philippines will provide hospitality and—the-eonference—wiil-be-entirely—finaneed 
in-East-Asia. Dr. Irma Highbaugh, International Missionary Council Field representa- 
tive on Christian Home and Family Life will assist in setting up the proposed seminar- 
conference. Dr. Highbaugh's services have been made available to the IMC for this 
work by the Woman's Division of Christian Service of The Methodist Church. 


DIVISION OF FOREIGN MISSIONS CONSIDERS WILLINGEN FINDINGS. 


The Division of Foreign Missions of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the U.S.A. held its Annual Assembly at Buck Hill Falls, Pennsylvania, 
December 9 to 12, 1953. The D.F.M. is the IMC constituent body in the USA. Under 
the theme "From Insight to Action" the Assembly considered in group meetings implemen- 
tation of the findings of the IMC World Missionary Conference held at Willingen, 
Germany, July, 1952. Three major areas were studied: Mobility--Pioneer Projects ; 
Strengthening the Church; Training for Church Leadership. About 250 representatives 

. of mission boards and Division of Foreign Missions' committees were in attendance. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 


https://archive.org/details/world-mission-newsletter_1954-01_1_1 
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LAUNCHING OF WORLD CHRISTIAN BOOKS PROJECT. 


The IMC has accepted the sponsorship of a major project for the production 
of basic Christian books to meet the critical needs of pastors and church workers in 
the indigenous churches in mission lands. An extensive survey was made in early 1953 
which revealed the poverty of the libraries of Christian leaders in the Younger Churches. 
Books are essential to growth and effectiveness. The plan calls for the production of 
several books annually, written by the ablest scholars to be found anywhere in the 
world. These books will be made available at a cost within easy reach of those with 
meagre resources. Bishop Stephen C. Neill has accepted editorship. 


DR. DECKER'S LECTURES IN CANADIAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES, 


Dr. J. W. Decker, of the staff of the IMC, delivered a series of three 
lectures on Missions in each of the four Theological Seminaries of the United Church 
of Canada during the month of November, 1953. These seminaries are located in 
Vancouver, Edmonton, Saskatoon and Winnipeg. One of the lectures in each seminary 
was thrown open to the general public. 


IMC -WCC JOINT COMMITTEE MEETING, 


An important meeting of the Joint Committee of the IMC and the WCC will 
be held in Germany, January 29-February 1. Dr. J. W. Decker and Dr. John Mackay 
will join Dr. Ranson and other members of the Committee there for important planning 
sessions. Dr. Decker sailed on the S.S. United States on January 15th and returns 
February 16th after participating in W.C.C. and other church conferences and consul- 
tations. The Joint Committee plans for IMC-WCC cooperative undertakings and the 
general collaboration of the two bodies. 


IMC _AD¥INTERIM COMMITTEE, July 15-25, 1954. 


In the years between the meetings of the World Assembly of the Council, 
last held at Willingen, Germany, 1952, this interim body which directs the work of 
the IMC, meets bi-annually. It will be convened July 15-25 this year at Wagner 
College, Staten Island, N. Y.; bringing together about thirty members from various 
countries. Perhaps no meeting of this important group has dealt with matters of 
ereater import to the future of the IM, 


BRITAIN UNDERTAKES PLAN FOR TRAINING NON-PROFESSIONAL 
LAY MISSIONARIES. 


Following the example set by Switzerland and the great interest aroused 
at the Willingen Conference in 1952, the Conference of British Missionary Societies, 
an IMC constituent body, is exploring the possibilities for the recruiting and ‘train- 
ing of Christian laymen who go out to represent that country abroad in commerce, in- 
dustry and diplomacy, for participation in the World Christian Mission. A Committee 
of the Overseas Service of Christian Laymen has been formed and the services of Dr. 
H. B. T. Holland have been employed. This experiment will be followed with great 
interest by other western countries where similar plans are being considered. 


THE GERMAN MISSIONS. 


Dr. Ranson reports from a recent consultation with leaders of the German 
Missionary Council in Hamburg that the number of German missionaries at work overseas 
has risen from about 400 in 1945 to 580 in 1953. This increase has taken place in 
spite of the fact that in 1945 one third of the German force was in China and is now 
withdrawn from that country. Approximately two-thirds of the work now done by German 
Societies is cooperative (i.e. not done by a single society operating alone, but in 
- cooperation with other groups). New Guinea and Tanganyika, Africa, are the two areas 
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RAJAH B. MANIKAM, JOINT IMC-WCC SECRETARY FOR EAST ASTA, ATTENDS CHRISTIAN 
COUNCIL MEETINGS. 


Dr. Rajah B. Manikam during the autumn of 1953 attended the National 
Christian Council meetings of East Pakistan, West Pakistan, Ceylon and India. He 
reports that the United Church of North India has decided to undertake overseas 
missionary work in East Africa. The new Constitution in Pakistan will designate 
the state as "The Islamic Republic of Pakistan." The head of the state can only 
be a Muslim. The Christian Church in Pakistan is not now undergoing persecution 
or discrimination. In Ceylon the Christian Council took steps to work out a 
program for a Study Center already started at Colombo. An Institute for the 
Study of Buddhism is to be associated with this center. 


INDIA NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL DEALS WITH MISUNDERSTANDING ABOUT LIMITATIONS 
ON WORK OF MISSIONARIES. 


A report of the recent meeting of the India National Christian Council, 
one of the thirty-three constituent bodies of the IMC, indicates that the Council 
was instrumental in clearing up what might have developed into a serious misunder- 
standing about limitations on the work of missionaries in India. 


A covering letter from Dr. E. Charles Bhatty, Secretary of the Council, 
says, "I do not think there is any cause for Special anxiety. Revolutionary 
processes are going on which are remaking and reshaping the pattern of Indian life 
and thought. One thing has been revealed that the missionary societies must inte- 
erate themselves into the Indian Church and in all dealings with Government we must 
speak about the church and not the mission. We need at this time to emphasize the 
Indianization of the leadership of the church. This does not mean that there will 
be no place for non-Indians in the church. There will always be much which our 
missionary friends from abroad can do for the church here in India." 
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Attention is called to the January, 1954,issue of THE INTERNATIONAL 
REVIEW OF MISSIONS, in which a comprehensive survey is given of the total missionary 
enterprise around the world for the year 1953. The IRM annual subscription is $3.00; 


Please address questions or requests to: 


OF Retieen ds 

International Missionary Council 
156 Fifth Avenue 

New York 10, New York 
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